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Noxious weeds are a big problem
Over 4 million acres infested in South Dakota. Statewide 
losses from noxious weeds exceed $140 million annually. 
The acreage and cost will continue to increase unless 
those responsible take action to control and eradicate 
noxious weeds on the land.
Noxious weed characteristics








duction of crops or livestock.
	 •	 The	weed	is	not	native	to	South	Dakota.
Local noxious weeds
 Weeds may be designated locally noxious upon 
request	from	counties	and	approval	from	the	South	 
Dakota Weed and Pest Control Commission. Local nox-
ious weeds have the following characteristics:




tative or management practices.
	 •	 The	weed	is	capable	of	materially	reducing	produc-
tion of crops and livestock.
	 •	 The	weed	is	capable	of	decreasing	the	value	of	the	
land.
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 Weed: Noxious statewide. Creeping perennial.
 Leaves:	 Smooth,	medium	green,	spine-tipped,	crinkled	 
margin. Smaller than biennial thistle.
 Stems:	 2-	to	5-feet	tall,	grooved,	branching	at	top.
 Flowers: Numerous flowers on branched heads. About 
.75-inch.	Usually	lavender,	may	be	pink	or	white.	
Separate male and female flowers.
 Roots: 10- to 15-feet deep.
 Sites: Grows statewide. Common in pasture and range; also 
grows in trees and cultivated fields.




 Weed: Noxious statewide. Creeping perennial.
 Leaves:	 Alternate,	long,	narrow,	drooping,	dark	green.
 Stems: 2- to 3-feet tall. Plant contains milky sap.
 Flowers: Small green flowers surrounded by yellow-green 
bracts. Seed explodes from a 3-celled capsule.
 Roots: Dark brown with pink buds. May reach 20-feet deep.
 Sites:	 Grows	in	all	cultivated	crops,	pastures,	range,	trees,	
and wetlands.
 Notes: Capable of rapid spread. Seed matures 7 to 10 days 


















 Weed: Noxious statewide. Creeping perennial.









 Notes:	 Requires	treatment	in	early	spring	(May).	 





 Weed: Noxious statewide. Creeping perennial.
 Leaves:	 Opposite,	linear,	smooth	margins,	no	petiole.
 Stems:	 4-	to	8-feet	tall.	Stiff,	woody	with	4	or	6	sides.	Older	





wetlands. Limited to “wild” infestations.








 Flowers: White to deep pink. 5-petaled. Formed in finger-like 




 Notes: Excessive water consumer; depletes surface water. 




 Weed: Noxious statewide. Creeping perennial.
 Leaves:	 Grayish,	knaplike	hairs,	lower	leaves	deeply	 
indented,	upper	leaves	short.
 Stems:	 2-	to	3-feet	tall.	Very	hairy,	tough,	branched.
 Flowers: White to light rose. Small clusters on branched tips. 
 Roots:	 Deep,	dark	brown-black,	scaly.






 Weed: Local noxious. Biennial or short-lived perennial.
 Leaves:	 Alternate,	deeply	divided	into	narrow	segments.	















 Flowers: White to rose or purplish. Bract tips under the flower 
have yellow spine with comb-like teeth.
 Roots: Long taproot. Rosette first season.
 Sites:	 Pasture,	range,	and	roadsides.












 Notes: Prolific seed producer. Aggressive. Control before 




 Weed: Local noxious. Biennial.
 Leaves:	 Deeply	divided,	crinkly,	hairy.	Lobes	tipped	with	long,	





 Notes: Aggressive weed. Control before bloom. Treat at 




 Weed: Local noxious. Biennial.
 Leaves:	 Large,	deeply	lobed,	thick,	dark	green,	spine-tipped,	
covered with hair.
 Stems: 3- to 6-feet tall. Branched.









 Weed: Local noxious. Biennial.
 Leaves:	 Very	large,	coarse,	gray-green,	spine-tipped,	have	
dense hair.
 Stems: 5- to 6-feet tall. Strongly branched. Heavy winged 
appendage growth.
 Flowers:	 1-	to	2-inches,	reddish-purple.	Sharp	bracts	on	base.
 Roots: Heavy taproot. Forms rosette 1st year.
 Sites:	 Pasture,	range,	and	disturbed	sites	in	southwest	area	
of state.




 Weed: Local noxious. Perennial.
 Leaves: Alternate on stem. Sparsely hairy. Palmately divided with 
5 to 7 leaflets with the longest leaflet in the middle. Leaf 
margins toothed.
 Stems: 1- to 3-feet tall. Hairy. 1 to 3 stems that branch just 
beneath the flowering inflorescence.
 Flowers: Light yellow with yellow center. 5 petals with notches at 
the tip. Develop in clusters at the ends of the branches.
 Roots: Branching taproot. New shoots may emerge from the 
edges	of	the	root	mass,	causing	old	plants	to	develop	a	
circular pattern of shoots.
 Sites:	 Pastures,	grasslands,	roadsides,	waste	places.













finger-like bracts below flower.
 Roots:	 20-	to	30-feet	deep.	Extensive,	spreading.
 Sites:	 Cultivated	fields,	pastures,	range,	trees,	roadsides,	
home grounds. Adapted to dry conditions.





 Weed: Local noxious. Perennial.
 Leaves:	 2-	to	5-inches	long,	alternate.	Lower	leaves	deeply	








 Sites:	 Pastures,	trees,	and	roadsides.	Primarily	east	of	 
Missouri River.
 Notes: Also called “wormwood sage.” Aggressive. Control 
plants in fall (Sept.–Oct.) or spring (May–June) when 










orange throat with straight spur.
 Sites:	 Non-cropland,	waste	areas,	grassland,	and	range.	
Prefers coarse-textured soils. Black Hills area.
 Notes:	 Mature,	established	plants	extremely	competitive.	

















 Weed: Local noxious. Biennial.
 Leaves:	 Alternate,	rough.	Basal	leaves	broad,	12-inches	long.	
Upper	leaf	narrow,	clasping.
 Stems: 1- to 4-feet tall.
 Flowers: Reddish purple. Fruit divides into 4 nutlets that cling 
to livestock and clothing.
 Roots: Heavy taproot. Forms rosette the 1st year.
 Sites:	 Pasture,	range,	and	roadsides.	Black	Hills	area.




 Weed: Local noxious. Perennial.
 Leaves:	 Alternate,	compound	with	oblong	segments	with	






 Sites: Roadsides and along streams. Black Hills area.





































 Roots: Branched taproot. Forms rosette 1st season.
 Sites:	 Range,	pastures,	and	roadsides.




 Weed: Local noxious. Biennial.
 Leaves:	 Large,	heart-shaped,	dark	green.
 Stems:	 3-	to	5-feet	tall,	branched,	hairy,	somewhat	angular.
 Flowers: Numerous red-violet flowers surrounded by hooked 
bracts that form a .5-inch diameter bur at maturity.
 Roots:	 Large,	fleshy	taproot.
 Sites:	 Trees,	along	creeks	and	streams.	Grows	statewide.





 Weed: Local noxious. Creeping perennial.
 Leaves: Cordate (heart-shaped). May be 6- to 12-inches long 
and 4- to 8-inches wide. Arranged alternately along 
stem.
 Stems: Bamboo-like stems are hollow and swollen at nodes. 
5- to 10-feet tall.
 Flowers: Numerous racemes containing small greenish-white 









 Weed: Local noxious. Perennial.
 Leaves:	 Alternate.	Lower	leaves	rosette,	toothed.	Stem	leaves	



















 Notes: Can be lethal. Sometimes confused with non-toxic 




 Weed: Local noxious. Creeping perennial grass.
 Leaves:	 Greenish-gray,	may	be	slightly	darker	than	native	
phragmites. Strap-like and tapper to a point. May be up to 
2-inches wide and 24-inches long. Alternate on stem. Leaf 
sheaths on dormant stems may be more difficult to remove 
on invasive phragmites than on the native.
 Stems:	 Often	rough	and	dull	and	slightly	ribbed,	whereas	the	
native is often smooth and shiny. Often more rigid than 
native.	Usually	dormant	stems	tan,	whereas	the	native	may	
be reddish. Grows up to 15-feet tall.
 Flowers:	 Fluffy	flowering	plume	in	mid-	to	late	summer.	Inflores-




habitat as native phragmites and cattails.
 Notes: Appearance similar to the native phragmites (Phragmites 
australis	subsp.	americanus),	but	more	invasive.	The	native	
phragmites is not a restricted local noxious weed.
Eurasian common reed (Phragmites)
Phragmites australis subsp. australis
33
 Weed: Local noxious. Perennial.
 Leaves:	 Erect	leaves	that	may	have	twisted	tips.	Thick,	narrow	
leaves almost look like stems. Triangular cross section  
with spongy center.
 Stems: Erect stems with triangular cross section. May emerge  
up to 5 feet above water surface.
 Flowers: Showy umbrella-shaped cluster of 20–50 flowers with  
pink or white petals. Petals may be ¾- to 1-inch wide.  
Some plants may not flower often. Flowers rarely  
produce seed.
 Roots:	 Rhizomes	can	grow	into	new	plants.	Primarily	spreads	 
by root fragments.









 Weed: Local noxious. Annual/biennial.
 Leaves:	 Alternate	on	stem.	Covered	with	fine,	slightly	sticky	hairs.	
Large leaves may be up to 8-inches long and 6-inches wide. 
Coarsely toothed or shallowly lobed margins. Foul odor.
 Stems:	 1-	to	3-feet	tall.		Thick,	coarse,	and	hairy.
 Flowers:	 Large,	funnel-shaped	showy	flowers	are	greenish-yellow	
with purple veins and a dark purple center. 5 lobes up to 
2-inches across. Visible from May to September. Plants 
produce long spikes covered with small pineapple-shaped 
seed pods on one side of the stem.




throughout western and central South Dakota. May be toxic 
to	humans	and	livestock,	but	livestock	usually	avoid	grazing	
it. Several broadleaf herbicides may effectively control it.
Black henbane
Hyoscyamus niger
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The law can be enforced
The South Dakota Weed and Pest Control Commission is 
responsible for developing and implementing a state-
wide	control	program.	South	Dakota	statute	requires	
every landowner to control noxious weeds on their land. 
Voluntary compliance is encouraged.
State law provides enforcement procedures used when 
landowners fail to comply. The laws and regulations are 
enforced by the South Dakota County Weed and Pest 
Boards and the South Dakota Department of Agriculture. 
Failure to comply initiates a formal process that could 
result	in	fines,	tax	levies,	and	liens	against	the	lands	of	
the owner.
Uncontrolled noxious weeds that present a nuisance to 
area lands should be reported to county Weed and Pest 
officials. 
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Thistles
Flowers: A–perennial sow thistle; B–Canada thistle; C–plume-
less thistle; D–tall thistle; E–bull thistle; F–Flodman’s thistle; 
G–musk thistle.
Leaves: A–tall thistle; B–bull thistle; C–musk thistle; D–plume-
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